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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2 and 5-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regarding claim 2, the term "digital content" on claim line 3 has already been 

defined and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 

Regarding claim 5, the term "the user interface" on claim line 1 has not been 

previously defined and should be replaced with -a user interface-. The term "digital 

content" on claim line 3 has already been defined and should be replaced with -the 

digital content-. 

Regarding claim 6, the term "an image memory card" on claim line 1 1 should be 
replaced with -the image memory card-. 

Regarding claim 7, the use of the terms "a name, a title, and a number" on claim 
line 7 conflicts with previously defined terms of similar names, therefore they should be 
replaced with -an audio memory card name, an audio memory card title, and an audio 
memory card number-. The terms "a digital content service provider" on claim lines 9 
and 1 1 have previously been defined and should be replaced with -the digital content 
service provider-. 

Regarding claim 8, the terms "digital content" on claim lines 3 and 4 have 
already been defined and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 

Regarding claim 9, the term "the memory cards" on claim line 15 has not been 
defined and should be replaced with -the at least one memory card-. 
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Regarding claim 10, the term "a digital content service provider" on claim line 1 
has previously been defined and should be replaced with -the digital content service 
provider-. The terms "digital content" on claim lines 3 and 4 have already been defined 
and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 

Regarding claim 11, the term "a personal computer" on claim line 7 has already 
been defined and should be replaced with -the personal computer-. 

Regarding claim 12, the term "a digital content" on claim lines 1-2 has already 
been defined and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 

Regarding claim 13, the term "digital content" on claim line 3 has already been 
defined and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 

Regarding claim 14, the terms "a personal computer" on claim lines 3 and 6 
have already been defined and should be replaced with -the personal computer-. The 
term "digital content" on claim line 8 has already been defined and should be replaced 
with -the digital content-. The terms "at least one of the image memory card" on lines 
8 and 12 should be replaced with -the at least one of the image memory card-. 

Regarding claim 15, the terms "digital content" on claim lines 3 and 4 have 
already been defined and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 

Regarding claim 16, the use of the word "and" on claim line 1 is not needed and 
should be deleted. 

Regarding claim 17, the terms "digital content" on claim lines 1 and 4 have 
already been defined and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 
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Regarding claim 18, the terms "digital content" on claim lines 1 and 4 have 
already been defined and should be replaced with -the digital content-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
' the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9, 11-16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shiota et al. (US 6,337,712) in view of Christopher (US 6,900,980). 

Regarding claim 1 , Shiota et al. teaches a digital content transfer appliance 
comprising: a memory card reader configured to removably receive at least one 
memory card and to read a digital content on the memory card wherein the digital 
content includes at least one of a digital image file and a digital audio file (column 5, 
lines 10-23, with a plurality of image card readers reading in image data); a memory 
configured for storing the digital image file and the digital audio file (column 5, lines 61- 
65, with an image server storing the image files); and a controller configured for 
directing transfer of the digital content, independent of a personal computer, via a 
modem between a digital content service provider and'at least one of the memory card 
and the memory (column 5, lines 30-40, with a modem and software being used to 
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transfer data from a memory to the image server, without the use of a computer as 
noted in column 7, lines 37-43). Shiota et al. does not disclose writing to the memory 
card that is received at the device, however Shiota et al. does disclose that digital 
content can be written from the device to another memory disk in column 6, lines 48-53. 
The general concept of writing back to the removably received memory card is well 
known in the art as illustrated by Christopher, Christopher teaches that memory card 
can be accessed and used by computers and then data can be written from the 
computer to the card in a synchronization process (column 3, lines 52-61 ). This 
synchronization process takes memory cards inserted and can transfer files in both 
directions between a computer and a memory card. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Shiota et al. with writing back 
to the received memory card as taught by Christopher in order to simplify file transfers 
and to add more functionality to the memory card device as noted in Christopher's 
disclosure in column 1, lines 28-54. 

Regarding claim 2, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above with Shiota et al. further teaching the appliance of claim 1 wherein the 
memory card reader comprises: a protocol driver configured to cooperate with the 
controller to facilitate reading and writing of digital content on the memory card in a 
plurality of storage formats (column 5, lines 30-37, with a plurality of storage formats, 
and lines 35-40, with software installed for allowing access to the image server seen as 
a protocol driver made to facilitate the reading and writing of digital content on the . 
memory card). 
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Regarding claim 3, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above except for using the slots to receive image, audio, video, and 
multimedia cards. The general concept of using the slots to receive these file types is 
well known in the art as illustrated by Christopher. Christopher teaches using a plurality 
of slots to receive a photo memory card, an audio memory card, a multimedia memory 
card, and a video memory card (column 3, lines 31-51 , with the system receiving 
multimedia cards, and SD cards which contain audio, video, and graphic files). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify 
Shiota et al. and Christopher with using multiple kinds of slots included in further 
teachings of Christopher in order to use all of the devices that access memory cards as 
noted in Christophers disclosure in column 1, lines 20-47. 

Regarding claim 4, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above except for simultaneous transfer of the digital audio and digital image 
file. The general concept of simultaneous data transfer is well known in the art as 
illustrated by Christopher. Christopher teaches using the plurality of slots to receive a 
photo memory card, an audio memory card, a multimedia memory card, and a video 
memory card (column 3, lines 31-51, with the system receiving multimedia cards, and 
SD cards which contain audio, video, and graphic files). The system then can 
synchronize the data with a computer in one synchronization session, seen as 
simultaneous transfer (column 5, lines 34-50). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Shiota et al. and Christopher 
with simultaneous data transfer included in further teachings of Christopher in order to 
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simplify file transfers and to add more functionality to the memory card device as noted 
in Christopher's disclosure in column 1, lines 28-54. 

Regarding claim 5, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above with Shiota et al. further teaching the appliance of claim 1 wherein the 
user interface comprises an interactive graphical display configured for displaying 
information regarding digital content being transferred and for directing transfer of the 
digital content through activatable functions on the display (column 6, lines 33-47, with 
the user being able to access services that provide information regarding the transfer of 
data through a user interface). 

Regarding claim 6, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above with Shiota et al. further teaching the appliance of claim 5 wherein the 
user interface is configured for transferring digital images and comprises a graphical 
display screen displaying and permitting activation of at least one of: an image memory 
card identifier configured for identifying at least of a name, a title, and a number of an 
image memory card; an image selector configured for selecting at least one image of a 
plurality of images for processing from a digital content service provider; a format 
selector configured for selecting a format for processing; a delivery selector configured 
for selecting a method of delivery of the processed digital images; and an image gallery 
for viewing the digital images on an image memory card (column 6, lines 30-47, with the 
user being able to request services including browsing, print ordering, file output, and 
file transfer, seen as an image gallery and an image selector). 
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Regarding claim 7, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above except for having an interactive audio transfer user interface for 
transferring digital audio files comprising: the graphical display screen displaying and 
permitting activation of at least one of: an audio memory card identifier configured for 
identifying at least of name, a title, and a number of an audio memory card; an audio file 
selector configured for selecting at least one audio file from plurality of audio files from a 
digital content service provider; and a format selector configured for selecting a digital 
audio file format for downloading from a digital content service provider. The general 
concept using an audio transfer user interface is well known in the art as illustrated by 
Christopher. Christopher teaches using the plurality of slots to receive a photo memory 
card, an audio memory card, a multimedia memory card, and a video memory card 
(column 3, lines 31-51, with the system receiving multimedia cards, and SD cards which 
contain audio, video, and graphic files). The system then can synchronize the data with 
a computer in one synchronization session and this session can include file transfer and 
file and card identification (column 4, lines 28-55). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Shiota et al. and Christopher 
with file and card identification and file transfer abilities in a user interface included in 
further teachings of Christopher in order to simplify file transfers and to add more 
functionality to the memory card device as noted in Christopher's disclosure in column 
1, lines 28-54. 

Regarding claim 8, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above with Shiota et al. further teaching the appliance of claim 1 wherein the 
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controller comprises: a display driver configured to receive from the digital content 
service provider an interactive menu including selectable functions for transferring 
digital content on the memory card and for requesting processing of digital content and 
configured to cause display of the interactive menu on the user interface (column 6, 
lines 30-47, with the display being provided by the image server, and the display allows 
the user to request processing, seen as browsing, or data transferring). 

Regarding claim 9, Shiota et al. teaches a digital content transfer system 
comprising: a memory card reader configured to removably receive at least one 
memory card and to read a digital content on the memory card wherein the digital 
content includes at least one of a digital image file and a digital audio file (column 5, 
lines 10-23, with a plurality of image card readers reading in image data); a controller 
configured for directing transfer of the digital content, independent of a personal 
computer, over a modem between the memory card and a digital content service 
provider (column 5, lines 30-40, with a modem and software being used to transfer data 
from a memory to the image server, without the use of a computer as noted in column 
7, lines 37-43); and a network communication link configured for establishing 
communication between the modem of the digital content transfer appliance and the 
digital content service provider (column 7, lines 12-22, with the service provider seen as 
the image server and it is located in a remote location, and communicated with via a 
remote channel, thus requiring a communication link); a media player connected to the 
network communication link and configured for generating a graphical user interface of 
the digital content transfer appliance with digital content selections offered by the digital 
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content service provider, and configured for consuming the digital content of the 
memory cards (column 6, lines 30-47, with the display being provided by the image 
server, and the display allows the user to request processing, seen as browsing or 
media playing on the user interface). ). Shiota et al. does not disclose writing to the 
memory card that is received at the device, however Shiota et al. does disclose that 
digital content can be written from the device to another memory disk in column 6, lines 
48-53. The general concept of writing back to the removably received memory card is 
well known in the art as illustrated by Christopher. Christopher teaches that memory 
card can be accessed and used by computers and then data can be written from the 
computer to the card in a synchronization process (column 3, lines 52-61 ). This 
synchronization process takes memory cards inserted and can transfer files in both 
directions between a computer and a memory card. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Shiota et al. with writing back 
to the received memory card as taught by Christopher in order to simplify file transfers 
and to add more functionality to the memory card device as noted in Christopher's 
disclosure in column 1 , lines 28-54. 

Regarding claim 11, Shiota et al. teaches a memory card appliance comprising: 
means for reading a digital content on a plurality of memory cards including an image 
memory card (column 5, lines 10-23, with a plurality of image card readers reading in 
image data); and means for transferring the digital content, independent of a personal 
computer, to and from a digital content service provider (column 5, lines 30-40, with 
means for transferring data to the image server, and column 6, lines 30-52, with means 
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for transferring data from the image server); means for interactively controlling, 
independent of a personal computer, the means for reading and writing and the means 
for transferring (column 6, lines 30-47, with the user controlling the transferring of data 
or the reading and writing of content from the image server to a output medium without 
the need of a personal computer); and means for storing the digital content (column 5, 
lines 62-65, with the image server storing the content). Shiota et al. does not disclose 
writing to the memory card received or using an audio or multimedia card with the 
system. The general concept of writing back to the removably received memory card 
and using multiple types of memory cards are well known in the art as illustrated by 
Christopher. Christopher teaches that memory card can be accessed and used by 
computers and then data can be written from the computer to the card in a 
synchronization process (column 3, lines 52-61). This synchronization process takes 
memory cards inserted and can transfer files in both directions between a computer and 
a memory card. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to modify Shiota et al. with writing back to the received memory card as 
taught by Christopher in order to simplify file transfers and to add more functionality to 
the memory card device as noted in Christopher's disclosure in column 1 , lines 28-54. 
Christopher also teaches using the plurality of slots to receive a photo memory card, an 
audio memory card, a multimedia memory card, and a video memory card (column 3, 
lines 31-51, with the system receiving multimedia cards, and SD cards which contain 
audio, video, and graphic files). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to modify Shiota et al. with using multiple kinds of slots 
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included in teachings of Christopher in order to use all of the devices that access 
memory cards as noted in Christopher's disclosure in column 1 , lines 20-47. 

Regarding claim 12, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the 
limitations as described above except for having multiple slots for reading and writing to 
memory cards. The general concept of having multiple memory card slots to access 
content on is well known in the art as illustrated by Christopher. Christopher teaches 
using the plurality of slots to receive a photo memory card, an audio memory card, a 
multimedia memory card, and a video memory card (column 3, lines 31-51, with the 
system receiving multimedia cards, and SD cards which contain audio, video, and 
graphic files). The system then can synchronize the data with a computer in one 
synchronization session, seen as reading and writing (column 5, lines 34-50). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify 
Shiota et al. and Christopher with data transfer to and from a plurality of memory card 
slots included in further teachings of Christopher in order to simplify file transfers and to 
add more functionality to the memory card device as noted in Christopher's disclosure 
in column 1 , lines 28-54. 

Regarding claim 13, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the 
limitations as described above with Shiota et al. further disclosing using a controller and 
a modem to transfer content from the memory cards (column 5, lines 30-40, with a 
modem and software being used to transfer data from a memory to the image server), 
however Shiota et al. and Christopher described above to not teach simultaneous 
transfer from the image memory card and the audio memory card. The general concept 
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of simultaneous data transfer is well known in the art as illustrated by Christopher. 
Christopher teaches using the plurality of slots to receive a photo memory card, an 
audio memory card, a multimedia memory card, and a video memory card (column 3, 
lines 31-51, with the system receiving multimedia cards, and SD cards which contain 
audio, video, and graphic files). The system then can synchronize the data with a 
computer in one synchronization session, seen as simultaneous transfer (column 5, 
lines 34-50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Shiota et al. and Christopher with simultaneous data transfer 
included in further teachings of Christopher in order to simplify file transfers and to add 
more functionality to the memory card device as noted in Christopher's disclosure in 
column 1 , lines 28-54. 

Regarding claim 14, Shiota et al. teaches a method of transferring digital content 
independent of a personal computer, the method comprising: receiving into a single 
appliance, independent of a personal computer, a plurality of memory cards including at 
least one of an audio memory card, an image memory card, and a multimedia memory 
card (column 5, lines 10-23, with a plurality of image card readers reading in image 
data); and performing, via the single appliance independent of a personal computer, at 
least one of: reading digital content from at least one of the image memory card, the 
audio memory card, and the multimedia memory card and transmitting the digital 
content over a modem from the image memory card and the audio memory card to a 
digital content service provider remotely located from the image memory card and the 
audio memory card (column 5, lines 30-40, with a modem being used to direct content 



Application/Control Number: 10/632,071 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2109 

from the memory card to an image server, seen as a digital content service provider); 
and receiving digital content over the modem from the digital content service provider 
(column 6, lines 30-47, with accessing the image server using a communication channel 
to manipulate content is described). Shiota et al. does not disclose writing content onto 
the received memory card. The general concept of writing back to the removably 
received memory card is well known in the art as illustrated by Christopher. Christopher 
teaches that memory card can be accessed and used by computers and then data can 
be written from the computer to the card in a synchronization process (column 3, lines 
52-61). This synchronization process takes memory cards inserted and can transfer 
files in both directions between a computer and a memory card. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Shiota et al. 
with writing back to the received memory card as taught by Christopher in order to 
simplify file transfers and to add more functionality to the memory card device as noted 
in Christopher's disclosure in column 1, lines 28-54. 

Regarding claim 15, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above except for using the slots to receive image and video cards and 
transfer photos, videos, and audio. The general concept of using the slots to receive 
these file types is well known in the art as illustrated by Christopher. Christopher 
teaches using the plurality of slots to receive a photo memory card, an audio memory 
card, a multimedia memory card, and a video memory card (column 3, lines 31-51 , with 
the system receiving multimedia cards, and SD cards which contain audio, video, and 
graphic files). Christopher teaches that memory cards can be accessed and used by 
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computers and then data can be written from the computer to the card in a 
synchronization process (column 3, lines 52-61). This synchronization process takes 
memory cards inserted and can transfer files in both directions between a computer and 
a memory card. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to modify Shiota et al. and Christopher with using multiple kinds of slots and 
file transfers included in further teachings of Christopher in order to use all of the 
devices that access memory cards as noted in Christopher's disclosure in column 1 , 
lines 20-47. 

Regarding claim 16, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above with Shiota et al. further teaching the method of claim 14 further 
comprising storing the digital content in a memory of the single appliance (column 7, 
lines 12-19, with the image server being stored as a stand alone machine). 

Regarding claim 19, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above except for using the slots to receive image, audio, and multimedia 
cards simultaneously. The general concept of using the slots to receive these file types 
is well known in the art as illustrated by Christopher. Christopher teaches using the 
plurality of slots to receive a photo memory card, an audio memory card, a multimedia 
memory card, and a video memory card (column 3, lines 31-53, with the system 
receiving multimedia cards, and SD cards which contain audio, video, and graphic files 
at the same time). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Shiota et al. and Christopher with using multiple kinds of 
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slots included in further teachings of Christopher in order to use all of the devices that 
access memory cards as noted in Christopher's disclosure in column 1 , lines 20-47. 

4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shiota 
et al. (US 6,337,712) and Christopher (US 6,900,980) as applied to claim 9 above, and 
further in view of Manico et al. (US 2003/0236716). 

Regarding claim 10, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the limitations as 
described above except for using a web site to receive content from the transfer system 
and to download to the transfer system. The general concept of using a web site to 
facilitate transfers to and from the system and the image server is well known in the art 
as illustrated by Manico et al. Manico et al. describes a system where a user can 
upload digital content via the internet and then receive the content back to him via the 
internet (section 0020, lines 20-41 , where the user uploads via the internet their digital 
content, and then presentations of content are delivered back to the user via the 
internet). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Shiota et al. and Christopher with using the internet, and therefore 
websites, in order to create a more simplified system and to obtain copies of the content 
in a variety of storage formats as noted in Manico et al.'s disclosure in section 0004. 

5. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shiota et al. (US 6.337,712) and Christopher (US 6,900,980) as applied to claim 14 
above, and further in view of Fenton et al. (US 6,976,028). 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Shiota et al. and Christopher teach all of the 
limitations as described above except for initiating transmit and download functions from 
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a media server with a single click. The general concept of uploading and downloading 
media files to a media server with simple single button architecture is well known in the 
art as illustrated by Fenton et al. Fenton et al. describes a media publishing system that 
allows users to upload with a single button (column 14, lines 12-20) and download files 
with a single button (claim 79). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Shiota et al. and Christopher with using single 
button uploads and downloads to the media server as taught by Fenton et al. in order to 
create a user-friendly media server as noted in Fenton et al.'s disclosure in column 1 , 
lines 50-55. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam S. Weintrop whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1604. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frantz Jules can be reached on 571-272-6681 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/632,071 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2 109 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
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